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A Message from the Country Director  
In 2013, the United Nations World Food Programme 

(WFP) in Ethiopia assisted more than five million of the 

most vulnerable and food-insecure people in Ethiopia. Our 

assistance came in many forms, including regular food 

distributions, the use of vouchers that allow people to buy 

food in local shops, and purchasing maize and beans from 

local smallholder farmers for our school meals 

programme.  

WFPôs largest country of operations, Ethiopia has become 

a testing ground for innovation. This is partly due to the 

countryôs massive needs, but especially because of our 

excellent collaboration with government counterparts, 

who are becoming the necessary leaders of a more        

food-secure future.  

In 2013, we also launched two new cash distribution pilots 

for our relief (see page 25) and refugee (see page 24) 

programmes. Also last year, I had the pleasure of 

accompanying three Ethiopian state ministers to Brazil, 

where we visited WFPôs Centre of Excellence Against 

Hunger and saw the political mechanics of Brazilôs highly 

successful Brasil sem miseria (Brazil without poverty ). 

The link between nutrition and economic growth was very 

evident in Brazilôs story: the physical and mental 

impairments caused by malnutrition significantly 

diminish a countryôs productivity. 

Partnerships have been and will continue to be the 

foundation of our progress. óIf you want to travel fast, 

travel alone. If you want to travel far, travel togetherô, goes 

one African proverb, which has become the mantra of our 

approach in Ethiopia and elsewhere.  

In 2013, our Purchase For Progress (P4P) and school 

feeding programme was visited by Queen Maxima of the 

Netherlands, the UN Secretary Generalôs Special Advocate 

for Inclusive Finance For Development.  Her visit 

underlined the importance of offering poor people access 

to affordable financial services (see page 28). With savings 

and insurance, however small at first, poor farmers can 

cushion themselves for the next bump in the road and take 

control of their own destiny.     

The year 2013 was also important in improving the 

architecture and infrastructure of food security so that we 

can  respond to needs as soon as they appear. We need to 

store and transport all the food we distribute. In this 

regard we are increasing our capacity  with the 

construction of a 60,000 -ton logistics hub and food-

storage facility in neighbouring Djibouti that will 

considerably increase our cost effectiveness in importing 

food.  

When it comes to moving food quickly, WFPôs new 

Forward Purchase Facility (FPF) is enabling us to avoid 

pipeline breaks in programmes that are temporarily 

underfunded. In 2013 our logistics unit dispatched 

220,000 tons of food through the FPF from Djibouti and 

locations within Ethiopia, to Somalia, Yemen and South 

Sudan.  

The capacity of a self-reliant Ethiopia is growing.  In the 

years ahead we hope the Djibouti warehouses will be 

dwarfed by the amount of food we procure here in 

Ethiopia. In 2013, we purchased 46 percent of the food we 

used in Ethiopia.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 743 of 

WFPôs staff in Ethiopia, 92 percent of whom are Ethiopian 

nationals. Their commitment to getting the job done, 

whatever the obstacles, is the most essential ingredient to 

the success of our programmes.  

I would also like to express my gratitude for the continued 

generosity of our donors, without whom WFP could do 

nothing. Their support allows us to develop the selection 

of  programmes, including emergency response and long-

term resilience-building, that you will read about in the 

pages that follow.  

Despite the broad scope of our work in Ethiopia, we 

remain focused on one single mission; we are here to end 

hunger by improving food and nutrition security. This can 

be achieved with sustained and sufficient commitment, as 

called for in the governmentôs Growth and Transformation 

Plan. It will not be achieved alone, stitching together the 

necessary nationwide safety net will be a collaborative 

effort, and we want to work with all those who share that 

vision and the collaborative spirit its realisation requires.  

 

Abdou Dieng,  

WFP Ethiopia Country Director  
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children also hold the greatest potential: 

a double incentive to put them at the 
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